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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PO, IT 

SUBJECT: RESTRICTIONS ON VOTE OF PORTUGUESE EMIGRANTS 

REF: LISBON 715 

1. INQUIRIES AT FONOFF HAVE ELICITED PRELIMINARY 'IMPRESSION" 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO OBJECTIONS TO ABSENTEE BALLOTING BY 
PORTUGUESE IN ITALY PROVIDING THAT THERE WERE NO OVERT 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY, NO "PROPAGANDA" ASSOCIATED WITH IT. 

2. PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR HERE RECENTLY PUT SAME QUESTION 
TO FONMINISTRY. A COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL BRIEF HAS BEEN PRE- 
PARED TO SUPPORT MINISTRY'S REPLY TO THE AMBASSADOR, AND 
WILL BE SHARED WITH US IN NEAR FUTURE. IF THAT RESPONSE 
DIFFERS MATERIALLY FROM PARA. 1 ABOVE, WE SHALL REPORT 
FURTHER. VOLPE 
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